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SENT DEPARTMENT 212} REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY 
PARIS 28, PRIORITY LONDON 23 


FOR SECRETARY DULLES FROM SENATOR MANSFIELD. 


RE DEPTEL 104$ TO PARIS, SEPT 22, RPTD BERLIN AS PARIS TEL 12. 


AS REQUESTED IN REFTEL, WHICH WAS PARAPHRASED TO ME HERE SEPT 
23, FOLLOWING IS MY REPLY. 

9 • 1 r > V 

The Political crisis in south Vietnam arises from the insistance 

OF DIEM RPT DIEM ON FORMING A GOVERNMENT THAT IS FREE OF 
CORRUPTION AND DEDICATED TO ACHIEVING GENUINE NATIONAL 
INDEPENDENCE AlSlD INTERNAL AMELIORATION. HE IS OPPOSED BY 
VARIOUS VIETNAMESE POLITICAL, MILITARY, AND DEMI-MONDE GROUPS 
AND PROBABLY TO A LESSER EXTENT BY THE QUASI RPT OUASI -RELIGIOUS 
SECTS. 


DIEM IS INEXPERIENCED AND FINDS IT DIFFICULT TO COMPROMISE. 
THESE PERSONAL SHORTCOMINGS EXACERBATE THE CRISIS BUT EYE DO 
NQT RPT NOT BELIEVE THEY ARE At THE ROOT OF IT, IT iS DOUBTFUL, 
•;IN MY OPINION THAT ANY COMPROMISE HE WOULD BE WILLING TO 
MAKE SHORT OF THE VIRTUAL ABANDONMENT OF HIS ODjECflVES - THAT 
IS, NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE, AN END TO CORRUPTION, AND 
INTERNAL; AMELIORATION WOULD SATISFY HIS OPPONENTS. fHfeY FEAR 
AN IMMEDIATE LOSS OF POWER AND REVENUE, PERHAPS EVEN MORE THAN 

'The ultimate threat of the viet minh. 


IRONICALLY, HOWEVER, ONLY A GOVT OF THE KIND DIEM ENVISIONS - 
AND IT WOULD BE A GOVT WORTHY OF OUR SUPPORT - HAS MUCH CHANCE 
OF SURVIVAL, EVENTUALLY FREE OF OUTSIDE . SUPPORT BECAUSE ONLY 
SUCH A GOVT CAN HOPE TO ACHIEVE A DEGREE OF POPULAR SUPPORT AS 
AGAINST THE VIET MINH. IF DIEM FAILS, THE ALTERNATIVE IS A 
GOVT COMPOSED OF HIS PRESENT OPPONENTS, NO RPT NO COMBINATION 
OF WHICH IS LIKELY TO BASE ITSELF STRONGLY IN THE POPULACE. 
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-2- 212 SEPTEMBER 24, 4 P.M. FROM BERLIN 

SUCH A GOVT WOULD INDEFINITELY DEPENDENT ON SUPPORT OF THE 
FRENCH AND COULD SURVIVE ONLY SO.LONG AS THE LATTER ARE ABLE 
TO OBTAIN VIET MINH ACQUIESCENCE IN ITS SURVIVAL. 

MOST OF THOSE WHO OPPOSE DIEM HAVE A LONG HISTORY OF INTIMATE 

uhDVTNP RF1 ATIONS WITH THE FRENCH IN INDOCHINA AND HAVE BEEN 

AMENABLE TO THE LATTER’S GUIDANCE IN THE PAST* THE FUNDAMENTAL 

SABLE TO THE LAT1LK s ^ RpT NQT CAN - Di£m FORM A 

UAOTHY G^VT BUT DO THE FRENCH REALLY WANT DIEM AND WHAT HE STANDS 

JuCCEEM EVEN IF PiRIS HERE SO INCLINED, THE FRENCH GOVT 
uAtnft HAVE TO BE WILLING TO DEAL FIRMLY .WITH ITS LARGE 
P6LITICAL AND MILITARY BUREAUCRACY IN INDOCHINA* OTHERWISE, 
ntrM K PPOSPFCTS OF ACHIEVING SUCCESS COULD BE CONSTANTLY 
UNDER CUT * 1 BY^THEIR^ ACTIVITIES AND MACHINATIONS IN SAIGON, 
l&CARDLESS OF OFFICIAL FRENCH POLICY. 
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